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EXHIBITION PROGRAMMING YEAR 2016-2017 


Title: Putting Rehearsals to The Test 


Exhibition Dates: August 30 — October 29, 2016 at the Ellen Art Gallery 
At Vox the exhibition ended on November 29" and at SBC it ended on December 10". 


Curator: Curated by Sabeth Buchmann, Ilse Lafer and Constanze Ruhm 


Artists & and film-makers: 

Marwa Arsanios, Judith Barry, Martin Beck, Rainer Bellenbaum, Cana Bilir-Meier / Liesa 

Kovacs / Lisa Kaeppler in collaboration with Nora Jacobs, Merlin Carpenter, Keren Cytter, Carola 
Dertnig, Discoteca Flaming Star, Loretta Fahrenholz, Harun Farocki, Heike Karin Foell, Marie 
Claire Forté and Alanna Kraaijeveld in dialogue with Sophie Bélair Clement, Hanako Geierhos, 
Jean-Luc Godard, Ana Hoffner, Oliver Husain, Richard lbghy & Marilou Lemmens, On Kawara*, 
Jutta Koether, Eva Konnemann, Kriiger & Pardeller, Achim Lengerer, Rashid Masharawi, Jasmina 
Metwaly and Philip Rizk, Eva Meyer and Eran Schaerf, minimal club, Regina (Maria) Moller, Yoko 
Ono, Silke Otto-Knapp, Falke Pisano, Mathias Poledna, Marlies Poschl, Isa Rosenberger, 
Constanze Ruhm, Susanne Sachsse, Klaus Scheriibel, Eske Schliiters, Maya Schweizer, Wendelien 
van Oldenborgh, Clemens von Wedemeyer, Tanja Widmann, Katarina Zdjelar, Heimo Zobernig 


Artists presented at the Leonard & Bina Ellen Art Gallery 

Martin Beck, Rainer Bellenbaum, Merlin Carpenter, Harun Farocki, Marie Claire Forté and Alanna 
Kraaijeveld in dialogue with Sophie Bélair Clement, Hanako Geierhos, Richard lbghy & Marilou 
Lemmens, On Kawara, Kriiger & Pardeller, Achim Lengerer, minimal club, Regina (Maria) Moller, 
Yoko Ono, Falke Pisano, Constanze Ruhm, Klaus Scheriibel, Wendelien van Oldenborgh et 
Katarina Zdjelar 


Organizing Galleries: 
A three-part exhibition organized by The Leonard & Bina Ellen Art Gallery, SBC Gallery of 
Contemporary Art and VOX, centre de l'image contemporaine 


Curators’ tour with Sabeth Buchmann, Ilse Lafer and Constanze Ruhm 


EXHIBITION DESCRIPTION 


Putting Rehearsals to the Test, was a major event in three venues and accompanied by a film 
program presented at at VOX. The three curators of the exhibition, Sabeth Buchmann, Ilse Lafer, 
and Constanze Ruhm, brought together over fifty international artists who addressed a set of 
positions and strategies in contemporary art that consider rehearsal as both subject and practice. 


PUBLIC PROGRAMS / SPECIAL EVENTS (free admission) 


The exhibition at the Ellen was accompanied by a rich program of activities involving 
lectures, creative initiatives and multilingual tours 


Public program: Althea Thauberger presenting a scripted critical conversation 


August 30, 5 pm 
Curators’ tour with Sabeth Buchmann, Ilse Lafer and Constanze Ruhm; 


August 30, 5:30 pm 
Opening 


Local Records 

Local Records is a program that pairs exhibitions with relevant archival holdings in Montreal. 
animated by a guest researcher each session coordinates encounters and discussions around a 
selection of primary documents, offering a local lens through which to consider the exhibition 
and a point of departure for new research. 


September 13, 2:30 - 4:30 pm 

Workshop led by Eric Fillion on the history of le Quatuor de jazz libre du Québec and 
Atelier de musique expérimentale and the question of the place of improvisation in the 
archive. 


Program of multilingual and themed tours 
To better serve the diversity in Montreal's population, the gallery offered a program of guided 
tours in languages other than English and French as well as themed tours. 


September 27, 5:30 pm 
Tour in Mandarin with Tianmo Zhang 


October 4, 5:30 pm 

Tour in French with Sophie Devirieux 

Dramaturge Sophie Devirieux (PhD candidate, Comparative Literature, Université de 
Montréal) examines the exhibition by way of the history, transmission and reception of 
postdramatic theatre. 


October 11, 5:30 pm 
Tour in Farsi with Nima Esmailpour 


Response 

In Response, critics and scholars are invited to examine the gallery's exhibitions from the 
standpoint of their practice and research. Focusing on a suite of works, a single artist, the overall 
curatorial proposal or the exhibition design and taking on a variety of forms according to the 
guest and their approach, these critical readings set out alternate angles and reference points 
from which to return to the exhibition and the gallery’s programming. 


Public program: Ara Osterweil response to Rubm’s film 
September 28, 6 pm 

Response by Ara Osterweil (Assistant Professor of Film and Cultural Studies, 
Department of English, McGill University) on Constanze Ruhm’s X Love Scenes (2007). 
Film scholar Ara Osterweil offers an analysis of Ruhm’s film as read through her research 
and criticism on experimental film and postwar art. 


October 12, 6 pm 

Response by Vancouver artist in residence Althea Thauberger : A scripted critical 
conversation about issues raised in the exhibition involving students in her class and the 
audience.. 


October 26, 6:30 pm 

Response by Public recordings, new dramatics: an editorial meeting 

New Dramatics’ format places two unpublished texts together with a commissioned 
essay that crosses the distance between them. Zine-making, unsurprisingly, shares a 
procedural resemblance to rehearsing. So New Dramatics gets made live. Where better 
to wonder what the new dramatics is? 


In this singular, the editorial committee used the live situation to feel the space between 
Evan and Frank’s Little Iliad and Nadia Ross and George Acheson's 7 Important Things. 
Writer and performance-maker Jacob Wren publicly created an essay that crosses the 
gulf. Concept and creation: Frank Cox-O’Connell and Evan Webber | Created in 
collaboration with: Ame Henderson, sandra Henderson and Jacob Wren | Design: 
Jeremy McCormick 


Other public programs at VOX centre de I’image contemporaine and SBC Gallery of 
Contemporary Art 


Presented at SBC 
August 31, 12:15 pm 
Curators’ Tour 


August 31 from 8 pm to 8 am 
Sticky Stage, performance by Discoteca Flaming Star 


Presented at VOX, 
September 1, 5 pm 
Tanja Widmann & Curators’ Tour 


September 1, 5:30 pm 
Opening 


Film Program 

La Cinématheque québécoise 

September 2, 9 pm 

Single screening of Passion (1982), Dir.: Jean-Luc Godard 


VOX, centre de l'image contemporaine 
September 2 —- November 3, 2016 

Film program curated by Constanze Ruhm 
Daily screenings 


PUBLICATION 

A publication designed and produced during a workshop led by the artist Achim Lengerer 
accompanied the three-part exhibition. Each venue had copies relevant to the artists they 
presented. The publication include an essay for each venue by the curators as well as 


commentaries on the work of each artist presented. 

The workshop took place for two weeks July 25th — August 5th and involved 6 participants. 
Scriptings#46, A catalogue, in any case unreasoned and incomplete, 2016 

Achim Lengerer in collaboration with Shahin Farzaneh, Julia Piccolo, Kendra Place, Nathalie 
Quagliotto, Hugo Rincé, Catherine Sabourin 

Digital printing 

English and French 

Edition of 90 


The curatorial essays were also available online as well as the commentaries. 
See WAYS OF THINKING on the gallery's website : 


http://ellenagallery.concordia.ca/piste-de-reflexion/putting-rehearsals-to-the-test/?7lang=en 


PRESS REVIEW 


Marie-Eve Charron, L’événement Pierre Ayot, Le Devoir, 27 aout 2016. 


http://www.ledevoir.com/culture/arts-visuels/478570/l-evenement-pierre-ayot 


Ismaél Houdassine, Les 5 expositions de I'automne a voir absolument au Québec, Le Huffington 
Post OC, 28 aout 2016. 


http://quebec.huffingtonpost.ca/2016/08/25/les-5-expositions-de-lautomne-a-voir-absolument- 
au-quebec_n_11708860.htm! 


Canadian Art Must-sees, Must-Sees This Week: September 1 to 7, 2016, Canadian art online, 
Sept 1, 2016. 


http://canadianart.ca/must-sees/must-sees-this-week-september-1-to-7-2016/ 


John Pohl, Robert Mapplethorpe at the MMFA and Montreal Biennial highlight fall season, 
Montreal Gazette, Sept 1, 2016. 


http://montrealgazette.com/entertainment/visual-arts-robert-mapplethorpe-at-the-mmfa-and- 
montreal-biennial-highlight-fall-season 


Susannah Wesley, Putting Rehearsals to the Test at The Leonard and Bina Ellen Gallery, SBC, 
and Vox, Akimblog, Sept 28, 2016. 


http://akimbo.ca/akimblog/?id=1178 


Total Attendance for the Leonard & Bina Ellen Art Gallery 

Number of days open to the public: 45 
Total Exhibition Attendance (including events and tours): 1331 
Total exhibition attendance (excluding events and tours): 949 


Total Attendance for the Three Venues 


~ Number of days open to the public: 80 
Total Exhibition Attendance (including events and tours): 5379 
Total exhibition attendance (excluding events and tours): 3486 


DOCUMENTATION 
Digital images by Paul Litherland / Studio Lux © Galerie Leonard & Bina Ellen Art Gallery, 
Concordia University 


BKA - The Arts and Culture Division of the Federal Chancellery of Austria 
Austrian Cultural Forum/Austrian Embassy 

Goethe-Institut 

IFA — Institute for Foreign Cultural Relations (Germany) 

Mondriaan Fonds (Netherlands) 

Canada Council for the Arts 

Conseil des arts de Montréal 

Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec 


LIST OF WORKS AND INSTALLATION VIEWS 


eh 


Exhibition view: from left to right Falke Pisano, The logic of the detail, Learning in proximity, The value in mathematics, 
Changing perspectives 2 and Reading the world with mathematics, 2015 
Photos: Paul Litherland 


FALKE PISANO 
The value in mathematics, 2015 
5 prints mounted on aluminum, each: 43 x 28 cm 


Changing perspectives 2, 2015 
Wooden sticks tied together, 160 x 160 x 10 cm 


Reading the world with mathematics, 2015 
Table, painted wooden panels and metal legs, 175 x 230 x 1.5 cm 


Learning in proximity, 2015 
3 painted wooden sculptures, 42 x 26 x 26 cm; 34 x 68 x 68 cm; 58 x 20.5 x 20.5 cm 


The logic of the detail, 2015 
Vinyl, 203 x 470 cm 


The value in mathematics (script), 2015 
Print on Hahnemile rag paper white, 80 x 80 cm 
Courtesy of the artist, Ellen de Bruijne Projects, Amsterdam and Hollybush Gardens, London 


Exhibition view: Wendelien Vam Oldenborgh, No False Echoes, 2008 
Photos: Paul Litherland 


WENDELIEN VAN OLDENBORGH 

No False Echoes, 2008 

Video installation, colour, sound, 30 min. 

2 free standing acoustic walls with integrated sound, 

Wall |: built-in monitor, video projection with subtitles 

Wall Il: video projection 

Dutch and English subtitles 

With Salah Edin, Edwin Jurriéns, Wim Noordhoek, Baukje Prins, Joss Wibisono and Lina 
Campanella 

Courtesy of the artist and Wilfried Lentz, Rotterda 


Exhibition view: Martin Beck, The Environmental Witch-Hunt, 2008 and Panel (red, yellow, blue), 2008/2016 
Photos: Paul Litherland 


MARTIN BECK 

The Environmental Witch-Hunt, 2008 
Video installation, HD video, 

10 min. 02 sec. 


Aspen (“Man-Made Environment” — Ivan Chermayeff for Reyner Banham For IDCA) 
Aspen (“Problems, Problems” — Ivan Chermayeff for Reyner Banham For IDCA) 
Aspen (“Beetle Country” — lvan Chermayeff for Reyner Banham For IDCA) 

Aspen (“The Orders of Freedom” — Ivan Chermayeff for Reyner Banham For IDCA) 


Aspen (“Polarization” — lvan Chermayeff for Reyner Banham For IDCA) 
2008 
Five framed silkscreens, each 46.4 x 43.6 cm 


Panel (red, yellow, blue), 2008/2016. 
Coloured fabric panels 

Dimensions variable 

Courtesy of the artist and 47 Canal, New York 


RAINER BELLENBAUM 

GOETHE/STRASSEN, 2016 

Two channel video installation on 2 iPads, colour, sound 
Courtesy of the artist 


MERLIN CARPENTER 

The Opening — The Black Paintings #02, 2007 

Oil on linen, 213 x 152.5 cm 

Courtesy of the artist and Reena Spaulings Fine Art, New York 


HARUN FAROCKI 

Jean-Marie Straub and Daniéle Huillet at Work on a Film Based on Franz Kafka’s “Amerika”, 
1983 

Video, colour, sound, 26 min. 

Courtesy of Harun Farocki, GbR 


MARIE CLAIRE FORTE AND ALANNA KRAAIJEVELD 

Rehearsals for Collections de danses de Christian Rizzo, Gene Kelly et Stanley Donen, Edouard 
Lock, William Forsythe, Merce Cunningham, Saburo Teshigawara, Trisha Brown; Jeffrey Daniel, 
Michael Jackson et Vincent Patterson, Mats Ek, Dana Michel; Dana Foglia, Chris Grant et JaQuel 
Knight, Crystal Pite, Pina Bausch, Lloyd Newson, Tedd Robinson, Hofesh Shechter, Bob Fosse, 
Anne Teresa de Keersmaeker, Daniel Linehan, Amanda Acorn, Jiri Kilyan, Akram Khan, Stijn 
Celis, Deborah Hay, Liz Santoro et Pierre Godard, Marie Claire Forté, Meg Stuart et Philipp 
Gehmacher et d’autres, 2016 

A series of unannounced rehearsals 


HANAKO GEIERHOS 

Untitled, 2011 

Installation of minimal elements: foam, wood, leather, books, wooden plates 
Dimensions variable 


Transitory Rituals, 2012-2016 

Installation with slide projection, 80 slides, 35 mm, 2 x 2 inches including: 
Transitory Rituals, #02, Delhi, 2012 

Transitory Rituals, #403, Cotonou, 2012 

Transitory Rituals, #04, Marseille, 2013 

Transitory Rituals, #05, Barcelona, 2014 

Transitory Rituals, #406, Marrakech, 2015 


Ontological Rehearsals: Masks, Props, Sculptures, 2010 

Artist Book, 128 pp. 20 x 25.5 cm thread stitching in loose cover 
German / English, 

Courtesy of the artist 


RICHARD IBGHY & MARILOU LEMMENS 

When the Guests Are Not Looking, 2016 

Publication, English 

Courtesy of the artists 

ON KAWARA 

June 9, 1991. From the “Today” Series (1966-...), 1994 
Artist book, 20 x 15.5 cm 

German 


KRUGER & PARDELLER 
A Model of Possible Action: An Experiment to Develop a New Methodology of Institutional 
Cooperation, 2013 


Scene 4/ Intermission, 2016 


Mural, 400 x 800 cm 
Courtesy of Kruger & Pardeller / MoPA 


ACHIM LENGERER 

In collaboration with Shahin Farzaneh, Julia Piccolo, Kendra Place, Nathalie Quagliotto, Hugo 
Rincé, Catherine Sabourin 

Scriptings#46, A catalogue, in any case unreasoned and incomplete, 2016 

Digital printing 

English and French 

Edition of 90 


MINIMAL CLUB 

Test Print #2, 1989/2016 

video 8 mm/digital, colour, sound, 10 min. 
Courtesy of the artists 


REGINA (MARIA) MOLLER 
Drapery, 2016 

Various textiles 

Dimensions variable 

Production assistant: Tuan Nguyen 
Courtesy of the artist 


YOKO ONO 

Grapefruit. A Book of Instructions and Drawings, 1964/2000 
Artist book, 14.6 x 14.6 cm 

English 


CONSTANZE RUHM 
X Love Scenes, 2007 
Video projection, color, sound, 58 min. 
Courtesy of the artist 


KLAUS SCHERUBEL 

La répétition (Prototype), VOL. 24, 2016 

Intervention in the form of an institutional announcement 
Courtesy of the artist 


KATARINA ZDJELAR 

The Perfect Sound, 2009 

Video, color, sound, 14 min. 30 sec. 
Courtesy of the artist 


